Case xxx.
Aerial torpedoes in the archipelago

Time: Thursday, July 25, at 13.30-14.00 hours
Place: Loskär near Grisslehamn 

On August 7, Gustaf Winberg read an interview with Major Nils Ahlgren and sat down to type the following letter about a sighting he made almost two weeks before: 

”Gnesta, August 7, 1946. To the head of the Defence Staff´s Air Defence department, Major Nils Ahlgren. Stockholm.  On account of todays articles in several morning papers concerning the appearing phenomena, I will, for my own part, like to report that on Thursday, July 25, at 13.30-14.00 hours, while on holidays in Grisslehamn, and at that time rowing out to Loskär in the company of my wife and daughter, I sighted at about 150 to 200 meters distance two aerial torpedoes passing between Grisslehamnslandet and the last-mentioned islet [Loskär] with a northeasterly trajectory. Altitude over the water surface was about 10 meters. Speed possibly 100 km/h. A powerful humming noise similar to the engine of a small aircraft. No smoke exhaust could be seen. Colour light-grey. Both of them went parallel to each other, therefore it is possible that they were linked to each other. Unfortunately we were still in the bay so they disappeared behind the point of land. 



(Sketch by Gustaf Winberg)




”About 2 meters long, about 0,4 m diameter”


”Trying to sketch from memory what we had seen, without confering with each other, we arrived at the same result concerning the basic appearance of the body. We are not clear, however, on the appearance and placing of the wings. I enclose a very simple sketch. 

”This has not been reported to any newspaper or authority before. Grateful if I could have a small note to confirm that this has arrived.  Sincerely, /signed/ Gustaf Winberg.”

Someone at the Staff penned notes about this case into the typewritten tabulation of sightings for July 24-26. The bearing to the object was noted as easterly. The stated speed (100 km/h) does not compare to any of the WWII V-weapons. It seems, no further investigation was made. 

On Sept. 6 Olof Kempe of the Defence Radio Institution (FRA), Swedish equivalent of the American NSA, sent a report to the Air Defence department that between 13.11 and 13.50 a Swedish FRA radio reconnaissance plane had caught radio traffic that ”could have a connection with the radio direction of a remote-controlled plane”. Someone at the staff penned, by hand, ”Grisslehamn 13.30 - 14.00, to be reported to FRA”, on the document. 

Göran Jansson, a Swede who has worked for the supersecret FRA, and who wrote a book (in Swedish) about the ghost rockets (available on the Internet only), notes, without stating his source, that an ”airplane over the Baltic [caught] what one calls ”special radio signals” at the USW (ultra-short wave) band - between 45 and 50 Mhz. FRA believes that this could be the guidance signals for the projectiles at Loskär - something that will never be confirmed.”   

Status: Unidentified.
Source: Letter to the Defence Staff. FRA report of Sept 6.

